


                                The History & Legend of Blarney Castle --- Tabitha Fox 

BACKGROUND:  This is my first stamp exhibit and I wanted to do this topic because my grandmother is from 
Ireland.  I have traveled there many times.  I love Irish castles and legends, and picked this subject because it 
has both!  

PURPOSE:  My exhibit will show the history of Blarney Castle from its beginnings in the 15th century to its ruin in 
1646 at the hands of Cromwell’s cannons.  I will also explain its legends and how to Kiss the Blarney Stone.  

HISTORY:  Blarney Castle was originally built as a timber house in the 10th century and took many different 
shapes until the existing castle was built in 1446.  The Castle was built according to a typical Norman Castle 
design.  The castle was built to defend the land around the Martin River – Bhlarna means little fields in Irish.   

ITS LEGENDS:  The legend of the Blarney Castle began with Queen Elizabeth who wanted  Cormac Teige 
McCarthy (Lord Blarney) to give up his lands to the English Crown -- but Cormac Teige McCarthy kept giving the 
Queen many different excuses and promises instead of giving up his lands.  A frustrated Queen Elizabeth  said 
that McCarthy was giving her “A lot of Blarney”.  

The second  legend says that McCarthy on this way to England to plead his case to Queen Elizabeth  --  came 
across Cliodhna, Queen of the Irish Faires, who told him that if he kissed the stone that she had hidden high in 
his castle, he would be given the “gift of eloquent speech”.  Today, these two legends have merged together to 
make my favorite version of the story.  

This exhibit also shows how people over time were said to kiss the stone, which I did when I visited Blarney 
Castle in April of 2024.  

THE EXHIBIT:   My exhibit uses covers, postcards, stamps, medals etc. to show the History of Blarney Castle and 
the legend of the Blarney Stone.  

EXHIBIT HIGHLIGHTS:  There are several interesting items in my exhibit shown that are highlighted with a green 
background. Much of this material was given to me by friends in Ireland. Their names are mentioned at the end 
of this synopsis 

Items of greater importance are: (scans shown below) 

(1) When I did research for my exhibit, I found there were no stamps issued by any country showing Blarney 
Castle. My friends in France, Germany and Ireland showed me a link to the German and Austrian  Post 
Offices allowing me to make Blarney castle stamps. The photos for the stamps came from my family 
and the internet. With help from my grandmother, I made 5 sheets of 10 stamps from German Post and 5 
sheets of 20 stamps from Austrian Post. These stamps have a value of 0.95 euros each and can be used 
to pay for mailing postcards. My family friend, Brian Warren, made postcards from the same photos and 
we added the stamps and mailed the postcards from Germany and Ireland. These stamps and 
postcards are shown in my exhibit. He also made 12 specially cacheted envelopes showing Blarney 
Castle Pages 2, 3 and 4 

(2) A satiric Mulready cover produced in 1840 by J.W Southgate showing the Blarney Stone and postmarked 
July 1840. The cover was mailed without postage and has large 2d postage due mark on the front. 
One of 40 known Blaney Stone covers from Mr. Southgate. This is used to start my section on the Blarney 
Stone Legends on Page 5 

(3) 1911 King Charles I essay stamps both perf and imperf. These were used by Bradbury Wilkinson & Co 
Ltd when they were designing new stamps for King George V of Great Britain and Ireland. Page 4                          
King Charles I ordered General Cromwell to put down the Irish Rebellion started in 1641. Cromwell used 
cannons to destroy many Irish castles including Blarney Castle in 1646 



References: - Available from the APS Research Library                                                                                                                              
Joachin Schaaf and Brian Warren: Irish Postal Rates 1839 to 2014, FAI - German Irish Philatelic Society 

Internet Searches: 

Blarney Castle, County Cork  

https://blarneycastle.ie/historical/blarney-castle-county-cork/ 

Blarney Castle -  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Blarney_Castle 

About Blarney Castle  

https://www.historyhit.com/locations/blarney-castle-2/ 

Link to ordering my own Blarney Castle stamps from German Post 
https://shop.deutschepost.de/shop/individuell/bmi.jsp?productType=type1dmc                                                                                    

It looks like you can choose the number of stamps on a sheet, either 10, 18 or 20   The value on the bottom right 

corner can be changed for different domestic and international postage rates 

Link to Ordering my own Blarney Castle stamps from Austrian Post                           

https://onlineshop.post.at/onlineshop/meine-marke/meine-marke-48_375                                                                                       T 

Two links just above the stamp outline  tell you what type of  images cannot be used. We found that Castle photos can 

be used  

  

 

 

German Post Sheet of 10 
Blarney Castle Stamps.                  
1 of 3 Sheets. Euros 0.95 pays 
for international postcard mail 

Austria Post Sheet 
of 20 Blarney 
Castle Stamps.                  
1 of 5 Sheets. 
Euros 0.95 pays 
for international 
postcard mail 

 

 Satiric Mulready 
Cover made by J.W. 
Southgate. Mailed  
without 1d postage in 
July 1840. Cover has 
large 2d postage due 
mark in black       I am 
told only 40 of these 
covers still exist today 

I would like to thank my Mother Anne Fox, Grandmother Jean Benninghoff, Dr Hal Vogel and friends in Ireland 
and France and Germany: Dr Brian Callan, Hans-Jurgen Goebelbecker, Brian Harman, Pádraig O’Shea, Karl 
Winkelmann and Brian Warren. They helped me with their time and material and information. 
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Changes I made since GASS 2024 and Indypex 2024 

(1) Added an 1894 Cover with Blarney postmark to the Title Page. 

Mail with 19th Century cancels are scare because these was no Blarney 

post office until 1889 

(2) Added part of a cover with 1889 Blarney postmark and Number 79 

duplex cancel to page 6 

(3) Added a tourist postcard from 1907 with Blarney RSO (Railway Sorting 

or Sub Office) postmark to page 6 

(4) Added a political satire postcard to page 8 

The postcard states that English claim on Ireland is a Load of Blarney 

Postcard was mailed from Queenstown Jy 1904 

Change I Made after Chicagopex 2024 

(1) Added a  cover to Page 4 from a Colonel in Cromwell’s Army in 

Ireland. The Colonel is writing in 1648 from Dublin to his Brother in 

House of Commons in London about the war in Ireland.  

 


