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PURPOSE OF EXHIBIT
This single-frame, postal history
exhibit traces the history of the
French Consular Post Office at
Cairo, Egypt from its opening in
fi66 to its closing in 1875. The
Cairo office was the shortest-lived
of the French post offices in
Egypt. The expansion and
improvement of the Egyptian Post
Office, the completion of the Suez
Canal, and the establishment of
GPU/UPU allled to its closing.

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND
How wre tlrcre Frmchpost offices inBgypt?

The Ottoman Capitutations, a series of treaties between the Ottoman Empire (of which Egypt
was a vassal state) arrd European powers, gave special priviteges to European citizens. Through the
Capitulations, the Ottoman Sultan gave, in this case, the French, the privilege to be subject to the
laws of France instead of the Muslim Sharia Law of the Offoman Empire. From the standpoint of
postal history, the Capituladons of the Sultan allowed local French consulares in Egypt to operate
as post offices ofthe counrry of France. These French post offices in Egypt:

. employed staff from France,
o levied French postal rates,
. applied French handstamps on mail, and
. usgd lreng! pollage stamps of the peliod.

The French first opened a post office at the consulate in Alexandria in r87, followed by post offices
at Suez (1862), Cairo (1855), and Port Said (1867). Each post office was assigned-a numbered
obliterator to cancel stamps, with the post office at Cairo assigned the number 5rr9.
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CHALLENGE FACTORS

Because the French Post Office at Cairo was open for only Io years, compared to the Alexandria
office . open for 94 years -, and was used significantly less than the Alexandria post office, there
are few or no examples known of several postmarl$ and usages originating at the Cairo officet

o Just two complete letters are known sent registered from the French Post Office in Cairo.
o After a search through auction catalogues and published research from the last 5o years,

only two examples been identified - including the one exhibited here - of a letter posted at
the French Post Office at Cairo and sent via the Brindisi route to Fraace.

o There is currently no known example of a letter bearing the "Return to Sender" postmark
(RETOUR A L',ENVOYEUR s I 19).

o There are no known examples of mail sent at printed matter rates from the Cairo office.
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Earliest Knor,r'n Letter frcrn the
French P.O. at Cairo

One Two Known Complete
Registered Letters from the
French P.O. at Cairo

One of Two Known Letters from the
French P.O. at Cairo Sent via Brindisi

known example of the " after departure" handstamp
(AFFRANCHISSEMENT

LE(APRts DfPART).

known of the due handstamp
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