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Iceland Stamps Printed by Courvoisier Printers
Color Proofs to [Jsage - 1970-t979

(Synopsis)

Exhibit Purpose: Introduce the r.iewer to Icelandic philatell, b1' shoivcasing the "Color Proofs" of
Icelandic stamp designs. pnnted b,t- Coun^oisier Printers of Sr.vitzerland during the 1970s and b_v shou'ing
the frnal dosign and usage of the stamps.

Exhibit Plan: Present the ''Color Proofs" and final stamp designs of 4B difficrcnt Ice landic stamps,
chronologicallv that r.vere issucd dunng the period of 1970 thror"rgh i979" along r,vith shouing usage of thc
stanlps to prcsent infbnnation about the stamps and other aspccts of Ice landic philatel-v (i.e. stamp
designers: cachet makers. postal rates; and torvn postmarks and tlre timc periods locations \ycre a
rcceiving offrce andlor post office). Where possiblc, I have chosen coyers that illustrate the use of the
stamp(s) in the exhibit to pa,v correct postage ratcs and sought out items using a single stamp to pa1- the
rate of various Icelandic postal rates (Inland. Scandinavian countries and Non-Scandinavian countrie s).

Exhibit Significance: Erhibit providcs a rare look at 'color proofs" as an essential stcp in achieving
qualitv st;uirp designs and a venlre to shorv usage ofthe stamps uhilo providing a l.idc vanctl, of other
Icelandic philatelic information. Infonnation such as: stantp design and designers- identif--v cachet nrakers
and the number of different cachets ther. produced; Icelandic Postal rates applicablc to each cover: dates
locations \\'ere a receiving officc andlor post oftice: identifv special cvcut canccls. Exhibit presents the
largest known collection of "cotror proofs" of Icelandic stamps from fhe 1970s (in prirratc hands).
Exhibit also presents eramples of a ivide range of lcelandic philate [ic material - FDC's (a couple of
envelopes even made of le;rthcr): Ship mail, Airmail" registered. c.\press. COD mail items: postcards;
from different postal rate periods betr,veen 1970 - 1979 and different postal rates based on destination
location (Irrland, to Scandinavian countries. to non-Scandinavian countrics-Europe and the rest of the
u'orid). All of these factors inipact the corect applicable postage required.

Exhibit Highlights: Thc "color proofs" of 48 different lcelandic stamps and some unique covers, u,irich
are highlightecl rvith a bordcr. Tire significance of covcrs highligirtcd include : Inland registered
cover r,vith l0 copies of a singlc stamp (fiame 3 page 3): First Da1. Stationan' cover (fiame .t page -i).
Commercial Expre ss Aimail cover r,vith a strip of 6 stanps to Srveden during a three month postal rate
period (frame -i page lt). hrland letter from Bildudlur (pop. 230) to isaflordur (both torvns in remote West
Fiords) (frame 5 page 3): Comrnercial Registcred lnland COD coverto Bildudlur (frame -5 page 7).

Exhihit Challenges & Changes: Obtaining "'color proofs" for modern Icelandic stamps. Since the
exhibit was last shown - seventeen new color proofs and supporting material have been added.
Thus the exhibit has grown from a three fiame exhibit to a five frame exhibit providing the opportunity
to show more color proofs and interesting Icelandic philatelic material.

Exhibit Background: The "color proofs" and final stamp designs shown in the exhibit were printed by
Courvoisier Printers of Switzerland utilizing the 'Tlalftone recess printing process". This process breaks
up an image into a series of dots from the four basic colors to produce a full tone range of the design by
using screens with a varying number of lines per inch inserted over the plates to achieve the desired
quahty of printing. The Courvoisier Family had long been, watch and hat makers before moving into the
printing business (January 1881) to creato flyers and ads for their products, In 1928, Courvoisier printing
house obtained a photogravure printing press and entered into an agreement with the Swiss Postal
Autlrorities to carry out tests of printing postage stamps. They have now printed postage stamps for more
than 80 different countries. The first Icelandic stamps that they printed were in 1960. During the i970's
they printed more than 70 different Icelandic stamps.



Thus. the presentation of the "color proofs" supplementcd rvith the firral stamp dcsigns and the
stamps'usage creatcs a colorfrl, intcresting and inforntative lcclandic philatelic ex1iibit.

Icelandic philatelr, is a very interesting collecting arsa because:

l. the countn, nas long a remote and isolated country. Even r.vithin Icelancl man,r,' individuals live in
r,en isolatedlremote areas;

2. the Postal sl'stem rvas dividcd into Bref'hiriding (Receiving offices) and Post Offrces:
Bretliriding locations u'ere vuhcre mail could be dropped offor picked up, but did not offcr full
Post Office t1,pes of seruices. Most $-cre like a chnrch. store- ship or fbmr in a remote location.
(Eramples: Eyrarlot(farm)Brdflririding0l.01.1962to3l.12.l975&aPostOffice0l.0l.l976ta
ll.0l.l983rvhenitclosed;Bildudlur(church)Brefhiri<ling01.01.1873to31.12.1913 &Post
OtIce since 1914.)

3. the Postal rates charged frequentll, and aside from having [nland rates, they"had rates to
Scandinavian countrics (rvhich periodicalll' changed as to rvhich countries i.vere included or
cxcluded from this category). Non-Scandinavian countries (Europe) and the Rest of the World.
(Fifteen rate changes during the 1970s in all categones - Inland, to Scandinarrizur countries and
non-Scandinavian countries - Europe and the Rest of the Worid)
0t.0I.1969*31.10.1q70 0l.10.1975-30.04.1976
01.11.1970- 30.0(r.l97l 01.05.11)76-31.12.19]6
01.07.197r *31.a3 w72 0r.01.t977 - 31.01.1978
01.{J4.1972 - 30.06.t973 0i.02.1978 - 30.0i1..1978 (3 months)
01.07.1973 * 31.03. t974 01.05.1978 - 31.12.1978
01"04.1971*31.12.1971 01.01.1979 -28.02.1979 (2 months)
01.U1.1975 * 30.09.1q75 01.03 1979 - 31.05 lL")71) (3 months)

0 t 06 1979 - 31.01 . 1980

4. many stamp designs highlight Iceland's histon. special ovcnts and its love of arl and nature, and

-5. cachet makers u ere plentiful and crealed a n ide variet--v of ditlbrent first da1' coyers and cachets.
Cachet makers included in the exhibit are :

- the Icelandic Postal Administratiol.
- FM - Frimerkjamidstodin (Stamp Center) opened in 1962: co-o\\'ners rvere Magni

Magnusson" Finnur Kolbeinsson- and Haraldur S*munsson. Ther, made morc than 90

diflbrent cachets dunng this 10 -vear penod"
- I'F - Iceland Starnp Companl, (issued more than 3,5 differont cachets dunng this period)
- FV - Frfmerkjshusid (Stamp House) store was opened by David Johannesson in I952 and

later operatcd b1' his son Boli Davidson Lrntil 2012 (also issued at least 35 cachets during this
period)

- Porsteinn Sigvoldason (leather envclopes) He rnade a leather envelope for even' Icelandic
stamp issued during this l0 ],ear period" In fact- he made a leather envelope for every
icelandic stamp issue for about a 25 1'ear pe riod (onc set knorn n).

- l.J - Fntz Nevc (a Danish Stamp Dealer) ald
- Cachets u,here maker is not designated/unknorvn.

Resources:
l. Frimerkjalsti konungsrikisins Islands i873 - 2020: br islandspostur 2021
Z. Explonng Iceland Through lts Stamps. A Philatelic Od1.sse1. b-v Don Brandt 1991

3. Walking Into lceland's Postal Histon.. b1'Don Brandt 1995

4. Courvoisier Printers. b-v lmpnmcrie Coun'oisier S. A. La Chaux-de-Fonds,

-5. The 50th Amiversary of '"Ihe Match of Century" A Philatclic Lr:ok: b1' Michael Schumacher
Caetan Lapierre, Jon Edrvards 2022

6. Iceland Postal Rate s I tt70 - 2009: bv Brian Flack 20 l8 (updated and revised)


